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Welcome to our book corner!  We plan to use this space to feature publications of interest to 
victims’ family members and organizing work.  In particular, we would like to feature publications 
from our members.  For our first selection, we have chosen a book written by North Carolina 
member Therese Bartholomew, who was featured in a Q & A section in the Spring newsletter.  If 
you are interested in having your publication profiled in this feature, send a note to info@mvfr.org 
or call the national office at 877-896-4702.

When Therese Bartholomew’s younger 
brother Steve was shot and killed in Green-
ville, SC, she wondered whether she would 
survive.  As she walked through the hours, 
days and months in the aftermath of his 
murder, she found that writing was an outlet 
for her pain.  She “found [herself] writing 
on napkins in restaurants and on scraps of 
paper [she] found in [her] purse. ”  It was an 
impulse she couldn’t deny.  “Coffee Shop 
God,” published by CPPC Press, is the fruit 
of this creative outlet for her grief.  

She has divided the essays about her 
experience into three categories titled grief, 
dealing with it and moving on.  As I read, I 
found myself crying and mourning with her 
while at times laughing out loud as she lov-
ingly dealt with her brother’s menagerie and 
his interesting pet names.  

In the book, I traveled with her from the 
moment she describes as realizing that her 
brother is a “was” to the moment when she 
begins to understand the comforting words 
that people are speaking to her.  Her coffee 
shop encounter with a fellow mourner and 
her reaching out to him helps her to make 

sense of her loss.  With her, the reader 
begins to understand that she is healing 
and that healing is possible in the face of 
such a senseless, tragic event.

I recommend this moving and riveting 
read to anyone who needs to know that 
healing is possible.

   
   Rachel’s Fund was established in the memory of Rachel King, a leading abolitionist.  Rachel, through her writing and advocacy, sought to 
create a better understanding of the needs of families of murder victims and families of people on death row. 

   Rachel’s Fund helps NCADP affiliates raise money through modern online fundraising tools – contributions that then are used to both sup-
port abolition campaigns and build connections with victims of violence.  Learn more and get involved at www.NCADP.org  

MVFR Endorses Rachel’s Fund 
   MVFR is proud to be a partner in Rachel’s Fund, a new national campaign designed to encourage and assist 
the building of connections between National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty Affiliates and the families of 
violent crime victims, death row inmates and organizations that serve them. 
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My first-hand experience 
in the repeal of the death 
penalty in New Mexico may 
help you give serious con-
sideration to a gift to MVFR 
at this time.  There were no 
stronger, more convincing, 
voices in the campaign than 
those of MVFR members.  It 
is critical in other states that 
these voices continue to be 
heard.  Your financial sup-
port will help provide posi-
tive outcomes in these other 
states. 

Please take a moment to fill 
out the remittance slip to the 
right and send your contribu-
tion today!
 
Ron Steiner
Member of the Board of 
Directors

I’ll help with a gift of:
  $1,000      $500      $100      $75      $50      $25      $_________________ other
OR

  I would like to be a MVFR sustainer! I would like to give $_________________   to MVFR every month.

You may go online to www.mvfr.org OR charge your gift to:

 VISA      Mastercard      AmEx      Discover

Card #: _______________________________  - _______________________________  - _______________________________  - _______________________________ 

Expires: _______________________________  / _______________________________         Security Code: _______________________________ 

The security code is a 3-digit number on the back of your card;  4 digits on the front of American Express cards.

Cardholder Signature: _______________________________ _______________________________ _______________________________ _______________________________

Name: _______________________________ _______________________________ _______________________ ________________________________ _______________________________

Address: _______________________________ _______________________________ ____________________________________________ _______________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________ _______________________________ __________________________________ _______________________________

Email Address:_______________________________ ___________________________________ _______________________________ _______________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________ ___________________________________ _______________________________ _______________________________

Yes!  Together we will amplify the voices of family members!
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Cut out and mail in the enclosed return envelope. Thank you!


